Statement of Lisa Miller Delity
Annapolis; August 19, 2008
Thank you for allowing me to speak before you today.
My name is Lisa Miller Delity. I am a resident of Bowie, and a lifelong resident of the
great state of Maryland. I am also very proud to say that yesterday I started my 31st year
as a public school teacher in Prince George’s County. I teach at Benjamin Tasker
Middle School in Bowie.
Two days before Thanksgiving Day, 1994, my brother, Michael John Miller, an FBI
Special Agent, and two of his colleagues were murdered in the line of duty. You may
remember that tragic event at the Metropolitan Police Headquarters in Washington,
D.C. A man carrying a concealed assault pistol opened the door to the room and
opened fire, leaving 3 dead and one critically wounded.
I will never forget the events of that horrible day. Nor will I ever forget or get beyond the
emotional devastation Mike’s death caused and continues to cause my family. I wish I
could tell you that survivors’ memories of such shocking events fade. Sadly, the grief
and shock never goes away.
Since that time and in my brother’s honor, I have worked to expose the dangers of gun
violence and to gain measures to take illegal guns out of the hands of people, like
Mike’s murderer, who shouldn’t have had access to guns. I am pleased to say that I am
joined in this work by members of my family. And, in this room today I am joined by
other members of my family.
I am also joined today by other murder victim’s family members who, like us, oppose the
death penalty. I ask them now to come forward and stand behind me as I read a letter
signed by 49 Marylanders who have endured the loss of a family member to murder and
who support repeal of our state’s capital punishment law.
August 19, 2008
Dear Members of the Maryland General Assembly,
We are family members and loved ones of murder victims. We desperately miss the parents,
children, siblings, and spouses we have lost. We live with the pain and heartbreak of their
absence every day and would do anything to have them back. We have been touched by the
criminal justice system in ways we never imagined and would never wish on anyone. Our
experience compels us to speak out for change.

We are writing today to ask your support in passing legislation that would replace Maryland's
death penalty with life without parole. Though we share different perspectives on the death
penalty, every one of us agrees that Maryland's capital punishment system doesn't work for
victims' families, and that our state is better off without it.
To be meaningful, justice should be swift and sure. Life without parole, which begins
immediately, is both of these; the death penalty is neither. Capital punishment drags victims'
loved ones through an agonizing and lengthy process, holding out the promise of one punishment
in the beginning and often resulting in a life sentence in the end anyway. A life without parole
sentence for killers right from the start would keep society safe, hold killers responsible for their
brutal and depraved acts, and would start as soon as we left the courtroom instead of leaving us
in limbo.
At the same time, a system of life without parole in place of the death penalty would save scarce
funds. As Maryland taxpayers, we have spent millions of dollars and diverted endless hours of
court and law enforcement time since capital punishment was reinstated in Maryland. What has
it bought us? Years worth of appeals and overturned sentences that have clogged our courts and a
system so broken that fixing it is probably impossible  all for what? Five executions that took
decades to achieve.
Those resources could be spent in better ways if deatheligible killers were sentenced to life
without parole. Maryland could put more police on our streets and provide them with the very
best equipment available. Law enforcement programs that work might have prevented the
tragedies we suffered at only a fraction of the cost. A legal system that wasn't so bogged down
by five men on death row could prosecute and sentence countless other nondeath crimes and
take dangerous people off the streets before they commit murder. Dollars saved could mean
more counseling and aid to children orphaned by these horrible murders, or other services we so
desperately need as we attempt to get on with our lives.
Only a handful of arbitrarily selected murderers are sentenced to death. Is it worth the price?
It is vitally important that our state address the needs of surviving family and friends as we
struggle to heal. We know that elected officials who promote the death penalty often do so with
the best intentions of helping family members like us. We are writing to say that there are better
ways to help us. The death penalty is a broken and costly system. Maryland doesn't need it, and
victims' families like ours don't want it.
Please vote for repeal of the death penalty.
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